816           FORTY-FIVE YEABS  UNDEE THE FLAG

After leaving the Iowa, a call was made upon Commodore
J. (X Watson, who had proceeded from Guantanamo with the
MarUeJieady to take charge of matters during the absence of the
commander-in-chief. The great enthusiasm of everybody over
the magnificent victory of the day kept sleep from the eyes of
almost every one until the dawn of the following day, July 4th,
which was a day near and dear to Americans. The flag seemed
more beautiful at sunrise for the new glories won under its folds
the day before.

Weary with fatigue, and with the mucous membrane of throat
and nose sore from ammonia gas released in the powder smoke
of battle, it was some time before the commander of the Second
Squadron fell to1 sleep, but it seemed only for a short period,
when the flag lieutenant, a little after daylight, aroused him to
announce the presence on board of the commanding officer of a
British corvette, just arrived on the blockading line from Ja-
maica, who desired to pay his respects. While the interview was
limited to a few minutes only, it was improved by the visitor to
add his congratulations upon the result of the day before, as
well as to express his assurance that he had never for a moment
regarded the Spanish Navy as in our class.

From the signal made to the Brooklyn, as she set out from
Tarquino River, the purpose of the commander-in-chief to re-
main by the Colon, in order to transfer her crew to the vessels
left there, was clear. Therefore, after the duty assigned had
been completed, the Brooklyn proceeded to Santiago, her proper
station under the circumstances. The absolute annihilation of
the Spanish squadron, with the capture of its entire personnel,
was so full of consequence and so important to the nation that
the thought occurred that it ought to be cabled home, with the
added information that the eommander-in-chief was at the time
with the Colon, but would transmit details later, on his arrival.

With this idea in view, Flag Lieutenant Jas. H. Sears was
sent to the cable station, at Siboney, with a telegram to that end.
His instructions were that if no message from the admiral an-
nouncing the victory had been sent, he was to send the one he
bore; but if such message had already been sent he was to return
without sending the one entrusted to him. The message referred
to was as follows: Among dead is Villamil, and, I believe,
